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ScaRY aniMaLS 
Tell students that in this Halloween issue of Ranger 
Rick, they’ll find spiders, bats, and black cats—all 
animals that fit the mood of the holiday. What charac-
teristics make these animals seem scary?  Ask stu-
dents to consider which of these aspects reflect each 
animal’s true nature and which are based on myths  
or exaggerations.

Then have the class read “Scary Animals” (pages 
6–10). What facts about these animals were surprising?

TO ReScUe, OR nOT TO ReScUe
After students have read “Raccoon Rescue” (pages 
14–19), ask them what they should do if they came 
across a baby raccoon that appeared to be an orphan. 
(Call an animal rehabilitator or a veterinarian.) To 
learn what to do for other orphan animals, have stu-
dents visit online at nwf.org/kids/rescue and take the 
quiz called “What Would You Do?” Then as a group, 
discuss the best ways to react to what may be an aban-
doned baby bird, deer, or rabbit. 

Conclude by having students write a response to 
the following question: How did your opinions about 
rescuing baby animals change after taking this quiz? 
Remind students to use good paragraph structure 
when crafting their answer.

MeTaPHORicaLLY SPeaking
In “Aspen Grove Grocery,” pages 32–35, the author 
uses grocery metaphors to describe how an aspen 
grove provides food for many animal species. Before 
students read the article, review the definition of a 
metaphor with the class: A metaphor compares two unlike 
things by stating that one thing is the other thing. Then 
display the following metaphors on a chalkboard or 
chart. For each metaphor, ask the class to: (1) identify 
the two things being compared and (2) discuss how 

this comparison helps to explain something about an 
object, idea, or person.

• The moon is a ball of cheese. 
• Love is a rose. 
• That person is a rock.

Now ask students to read “Aspen Grove Grocery.” 
Then have them complete the “Grocery Metaphors” 
student sheet. This sheet helps students take a closer 
look at the metaphors used in the article.

eXPLORe an aSPen gROVe
Do aspens grow near you? If so, after students read 
“Aspen Grove Grocery” (pages 32-35), take them to 
a local aspen grove. The activities on page 35 of the 
article tell you how to identify an aspen, hear an aspen 
quake, and look for evidence of local animals that rely 
on aspens for food.

caTcH a SPiDeR WeB
After students have read Ask Rick (page 11), lead 
the class outside to look for a spider web. If you find 
one, point out the web’s anchor lines and review what 
students learned in Ask Rick about making a web. 

If you find a web without a spider, you can take it 
back to the classroom intact. First, lightly spray the 
web with white spray paint. Then position a piece of 
dark construction paper behind the web and lift the pa-
per until the anchor lines break. The web will stay on 
the paper, and the white paint will make it easy to see. 

Back in the classroom, assign a group of students 
to gather pictures of different types of webs (e.g., 
triangle, orb, and funnel webs) and facts about them. 
Use students’ research to identify the type of web  
you “caught” and to speculate on what kind of spider 
may have built it. Hang your web specimen in the 
classroom and you’ve got an awesome Halloween 
decoration!
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in “fish Eyes,“ pages 24–31, you read about the different 
kinds of eyes that different kinds of fish have. 

choose one fish from the story. if you had that fish’s eyes 
for a day, what would you see and do? think about the 
following questions before you write:
•  Will you spend the day in the sea or someplace else? 

(remember: You’re still you, but with fish eyes!)
• What are the special features of your fish eyes?
•  Will you use those features to help you get out of a sticky 

situation? to do something fun?
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by Kathy Kranking

would never win 
a staring contest 

against any of these fish. 
Why? Because fish never 
blink! Unlike you, fish 
have no eyelids. Their 
eyes are always open.

Fish eyes differ from 
yours in other ways, too. 
For example, when you 
open your eyes underwa-
ter, everything looks a lit-
tle blurry. But fish can see 
perfectly underwater—as 
clearly as you could see 
with goggles on.

Fish eyes are full of 
surprises. Some fish have 
eyes in funny places. 
Others have eyes that are 
“invisible.” There are fish 
with fake eyes, and even 
fish with no eyes at all!

Keep reading to learn 
more about these and oth-
er fish. You won’t believe 
their eyes!

You
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Jeepers creepers!

BRANDON COLE (24); DAVID KUHN/DWIGHT KUHN PHOTOGRAPHY (25T); FRANCO BANFI/NPL/MINDEN PICTURES (25M); DAVID HALL/SEAPHOTOS.COM (25B)

Take a look aT These peepers.

Blue-eyed triplefin

Porcupine pufferfish

Beaked coralfish

Frogfish

October 2014 Student Page

My Day with the Eyes of a __________
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in “aspen grove grocery,” pages 32–35, the author describes 
a grove of aspen trees by saying it is a grocery store for 
animals. in other words, she uses a metaphor.

a metaphor compares two unlike things by stating that one 
thing is the other thing.

Each sentence below uses a metaphor to describe something discussed in “aspen grove 
grocery.” in each sentence, underline the two things being compared. on the blank lines, tell 
how these two things are alike.

1. An aspen grove is a grocery store for many animals.

2. A tree trunk is an energy bar for nibbling creatures.

3. A pocket gopher’s furry cheeks make perfect grocery sacks for bits of aspen roots.

Your turn: Write your own metaphor. Circle the two things that you are comparing and explain 
the meaning of the metaphor.

Big QuEstion: How do metaphors help us understand the world better?

October 2014 Student Page
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Everybody has to eat. That’s just 

a fact of life. And there’s a spe-

cial place where many different 

kinds of animals have great luck 

finding food. What place is it? A 

grove (cluster) of quaking aspen 

trees! Good thing quaking as-

pens grow far and wide—more 

so than any other tree in North 

America (see map on page 35).

 At an aspen grove grocery, 

there are fruits and vegetables, 

meats and sweets, and even 

things to drink. Some creatures 

live here year round. Others 

stop and shop for occasional or 

seasonal specials.

 C’mon, let’s go shopping!

From beavers and bears to 

birds and bugs, many ani-

mals know a good place 

to go food shopping when 

they see one.

FRESH VEGGIES  Some trees in an aspen 
grove may die after a 

wildfire. But their roots 
quickly sprout tender, 

new shoots. Animals such 
as deer, elk, moose,  
and rabbits love to  nibble these.

by Ellen Horowitz 

art by Debbie Palen

 
Aspen leaf stems are flat  instead of round. This causes the leaves 

to move with every little breeze from every 
which way. That’s why the tree is called  quaking (or trembling) aspen.
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Grocery Grocery 

MEat DEpaRtMEnt

There’s plenty of fresh  

produce in an aspen grove. 

Nuts, berries, greens, roots, 

and mushrooms attract  

rabbits, ground squirrels, 

mice, and other small  

mammals. These then  

attract predators such as 

wolves, bobcats, badgers, 

weasels, and hawks.

Aspen  Aspen  Grove Grove 
PHoTo AND ArT comPoSiTE  

PHoTo By cArr clifToN/miNDEN PicTurES (32) 

ArT AND comPoSiTE By DEBBiE PAlEN (32–35)
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